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Goal Delivery,holden at Barnſtable 
for the Counties of Barnſtable and 
Dukes County, April 24. 1728. 
being the firſt time that Court was 
held there. 


By Nathanael Stone, A. ll. 


Paſtor of the Church in Harwich, "5 On 4 
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IL CyronicLEs XIX. 8. 


Moreover, in Feruſalem did Feboſbaphat ſet 
of the Fe and of the Prieſts, and of 
the chief of tbe fathers of Iſrael, for the 
judgment of the LORD, and for contro- 
verſies, when cheyreturned to Jerfelemes ? 


11 24 


U THO U T zuſilting on any 
II ming that might have been ſail 
| reſpecting the context, intro- 
ductive to the Doctrin e to be 
obſervedf rom the Text, Lovly 
| here note, 
7 Py; 1. THAT here were of tho 
> Levites, Prieſts and chief of the 
Fathers of Iſrael appointed for the adminiſtration | 
of Judgment and Juſtice, Whether theſe were 
the Council of Seventy, whether they were. two 
diſtinct Courts, the one conſiſting of Eccleſiaſtick, 
the other of Civil Judges; or wiether both were 
united in one and the {ame Court, as ſeemed to be 
uſual in Iſrael, I think it not neceſſary to make, 
any particular i inquiry, That they were Judges. 
is certain: its alſo certain that they were appoin-. 
ted to the weighty work of diſpenſing Fi 


uſtice, 


— 2 oo 
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Juſtice, among a People who ſolemnly profeſſed 
themſelves to be the People of the Lord; a Peo- 


ple who, whatever they were by practice, pro- 
feſſed to devote themſelves to the fear, love and 


ſervice of that glorious and fearful Name, comme- 
morated in Dear. 28. 58. Fa 


2. IT was King J b»ſhrphar, that genuine Son 
of his ancient, excellent Father David, that ap- 
pointed them ta this weighty & impar tant work. 
This was not done by Re99b92m, Fran, Abaz of 
Ammon, but by piois, prudent, faithful & proſperous 
Feboſhaphat by Him in winſe days and by 
means of whif- fai hful adm:1iſftcartion of Go- 
vernment uider ) D tie Son, that Kingdom 
was then eniueutly ſtrong, proſperous, and 
flouriſnli g | | 
3. THESE Jnlg*s were appointed for the 
Julgment of th: LORD, and for controverſies, 
Wether theſe words are to be taken as contain- 
ing a diſtinction between Eccl-fi .ſtical and Civil 
Caſes, I do not determine, H -wever its certain 


that the Julgment m:ntioned, whether rela- ing 
to the Oue or to the Other, was ſtill the Judg- 
ment of the LORD: it was the LOR D's 


13 they were to adminiſt er, whether it re- 
ied directly to Civil or to Eccleſiaſtical matters. 
Accordingly we find the King ſolemuly cautionin 
his Judges, as in the Context, v. 6. Take hee 
what ye do: for ye julge not for man, but for the 
LORD, who is with you in the ju/gment. So al- 
ſo in v. 7. Let the fear of the LOR D be upon 
you, take heed and do i,; for there is no miquny 
with the LORD our God, nor reſped of perſons, 
nor taking of gifts, So, the Judgment to be dif 
penſed by them was for the LOR D, or ] E- 
| HOYAH, 


* 
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further than my Text and Context. His deep 
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HOVAH, in His Name, by vittue of His Au- 
thority, and for His Glory, they were herein to 


4. THESE Judges ( at leaft, as ſome ſup- 
poſe ) were Superiour Judges ; Judges before 
whom were to come, at Jernſalem, Appeals from 
other, Inferiour Courts in the Land of Judah. 


Hence thoſe words; When they returned to Feru- 
ſalem : i.e, When Cauſes and Controverſies ſhall 
be returned, from other Courts of Juſtice in the 


Land, to the Superiour Court held at Jeruſalem. 
Caſes by Appeals from other Courts ot Juſtice ſhall 
be returned, for their final determination, to that 
at Jeruſalem. But however it was as to this con- 


jecture, yet the judgments to fled by theſe 
Courts of Juſtice were the LOR Dꝰs: The Judges 


in them were all to act under bis awe, in his 
name, by bis authority, and as to their laſt end 
for his glory. LT - 


„„! OY 


CIVIL Rzalers of pious Minds conſider the judg- 
ment to be diſpenſed by themſelves or otters, 
(4 indeed it is) the judgment of the LORD, 
and as ſuch they dare not but diſpenſe it. 


THE truth of this Doctrine may be evident 
reſpecting King Feboſbaphar, without going any 


concern for rhe adminiſtration of Equity. and 
Juſtice in his Kingdom; that the Judgment of the 
LORD ſhould be indeed diſpenſed in every 
Court of Juſtice, is very illuſtrious. He was of 
the very ſame Spirit as to this with his great 

g Maſter, 


— 
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Maſter, 11 181.55 17. Hes put on rigbreouſneſs, as 
4 breaſt-plate, and an helmet of ſalvation upon bis 
bead; and be put on the garments of vengeance 


for cloathing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke, 


This is the very ſpirit and diſpoſition of Civil 
Rulers of pious Minds, Whether they have their 


Poſts in the Legiſlative, or Executive part of the 


Government ; whether they ſit on lower or higher 
Seats of Juſtice z be their betruſtments of leſſer 
or greater weight and importance, this is their 
diſpoſition repreſented to us in King Jebeſbapbat. 


BU T for further illuſtration of this weighty 
Truth, let * following things be regarded by 


us; 
1. * x. A T Civil Rulers are indiſpenſabhy ne- 
1 among 4-Feople. Without them there is no 


| nA Aden for Mankind ; at leaſt none, for Socie- 


t ogether. | Such is the barbarity, baſe- 


0 and 9 5 of humane Nature contracted 


by the fall, that Men cannot ſubſiſt one by ano- 
ther without this conſtitution, of G0 D, Civil 


Government. How ſoon would the world be filled 
with; violence, and become a field of blood, were 


it not f far overnment: but for this, theſe hearts 
tees read of, in Fer. 17. 9. would ſoon bring into 
ſuc h. freachery, rapine, cruelty, and all man- 
ner of villanies, that there would be no ſubſiſting. 
That deen would ſoon be verified again, and 
that in an high degree, in Gen. 6. 11. the Lane 
Was Me ach 44,00 . 


TH E. LORD bes n aches 5 
32 4 ruil Rulers ſhould preſide among or over 


Feople., Tho no particular form of Civil Govern» 
Ment . preſcribed in the ee rejpeAing 


Man- 


4946“ 
hy - - 
— 
: 


Mankind in gener ; yet GO D-has-brdgined 


the Being of Government. Hence we read, in 
Rom 13. 1 2. Ibere ir no power but / God : 


Tbe jowers that be are ordained of Ged. Whoſo- 
ever therefore reſiſteib ibe poiver, r. ſiſieib the or- 
dinurte of God. Its true, that Men do ſumetimes 
by wicked wayes obtain to be inveſted with 
power; they get into places of truſt in that re- 
ard, not according to the precept ve will of 
OD; put indeed in oppoſition thereunto : hut 
{till the powers that be ordained, are ordained 
of GO D. Its His declared will that there ſhauld 
be an inveſtiture of power in ſome among a Peos 
ple for Cav) Ruteisd!if ) 


® 
7 

* —_ 7 1 * 
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2.3. TO ſome in Civil Rule, belongs only of 


eſpecially: ibe work of diſpenſing Civil Fuſlice. 
Tho' they may be concerned both in the Legiſſa- 
tive and Executive power; yet they are more 
eſpecially to apply themſelves to what concerns 
the Execution of the Laws; to fee that Right and 
Juſtice take place; toiſee to it that Caſes, whey 
ther Civil or Criminal paſs agreably to the rules 
of Reaſon, Scripture and Equity. . 
AASA 2 1» EST SS 4 8 Ans vw. N 
4. PIO US Alinded Ruler conſider the Fudę- 
ment 10 be. paſſed by them from tine o time, as 
ihe Judgment of tbe LORD. When ſitting on 
the Seats of Judgment their minds are ſol muiged 
with thoughts, whoſe Judgment it is they are to 
paſs, The Supreme Governour and Judge of the 
World, is not feldom in their Minds, when on the 
judgment Scats. Ihe great GON, their own 
Sovereign is far ftom peing out of all their 


thoughts z the Judge of all the Earth of whom it 


is Galdy as in Gen, 18. 25. r- Sal 40 abe ale 


— — SAI. 


re to diſpenſe it; the workmanſhip! of His 


can exert a thought, or make a judgment on an 
caſe without His actual aſſiſtance of their Minds 


— 
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of al the cirth 6 right > En Judgment! th 
look on themſelves as ſitting to penſe 1 


Judgment it is; and as His they regard it in theſs 


1. 1'N that they are His Creatures to whom they 


bands; Creatures framed out of the duft by His 
infinite skill and wiſdom, - and animated by 


LE] 


breath from His Month, as in Gen. 2.7. 


2. I N that its by His altual offflance that they 
are capable to determine on, and then paſs tbeir 
Judgment, In Him they ſtill live and move; nor 


thereto. Prov. 16. 1. The 'preparations of tbe 
heart in man, and the anſwer of the tongue is from 


3. I N that it is by His power and authority 
originally, that they are o alt in judging, Pilate 
derived his power of judging from the Roman En- 

eror; yet CHRIST tells him, as in Joh. 19. 11. 
Thou couldefl have no power at all againſt me ex- 
ceft ii were given thee from above. They derive 
their power of Judging from the KINO of 
Gr-at Britain; yet could they have no power of 
diſpenſing Judgment, this notwithſtanding, unlefs 


derived from Him, unto whom even the greateſt 


Kings are but Subjects. 


4. 1 M that they are Hir Laws unto which they 
are ever to haue regard, as their Rule of Fudging. 
Tho' Civil, Common, and Statute Law are all of 


uſe to them, and to be regarded by them — 


"Ss = 
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His broad Law is neyer to be ver- looked. 


Nor may any Sentence be ever paſſed by them, 
that is not agreable to, or jarrs with the Statute 


Law of Heaven. All others whatſoever, in 
reſpett of that, are By-Laws, and muſt be ſo ac- 


counted by Judg es in all their adminiſtrations. 
Reſpecting — that will hold an invariable 
truth, in Ifai. 8. 20. If they ſpeak not according to 
zbis word, it 1s raue there Is no lebe in them, 


5. I N thar the god of Mankind, but ultimately 
the Glory of His great Name is ever 10 be their 
End in Fudging. The higheſt Subordipate End 
mult be the good of the Pub'ick ;" but the higheſt, 


the laſt End of all muſt be the Glory of that 


great Name, which the Judge of Iſracl had ſo 
much at heart, in 7% J. 7. At this End they 


muſt have their eye in that, as indeed in all other 
5 things done by them, as in 1 Cor. 10. 31. - 


NO w from theſe confiderations Pious Rulers 
regard the Judgment to be paſſed by them, as the 


Judgment of the LORD: it is His Judgment 
N with which they are concerned x and accordingly 
as His they do conſider 1 it. 


5. AS the L 0 E D' Alken, they e 


8 A 5 4, and dare not but diſpenſe it. As His they 


k i upon it, regard it, Ponder it ; and knowthat 


under this confideration. it mult-be diſpenſed by 


them; that impartiality and equity muſt attend 
every of their adminiſtrations ; that they ma ay. 


not entertain any ſiniſter reſpects in Judgment; 


that they muſt not turn either to. the right or left 
hand, of the ſtrait line of equity in any of 
theix adminiſtrations ; ; that herein they muſt 
B 2 cart fully 
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care fully conform! to Him, with whom is na 
reſpect of Perlons, as Ad. 10. 34. They. conſider 
that Juſtice and }þadgment_ are ths babitation of 
His Throne, /a 89. 14 That Himfelf! veither 
does nor can vary one hairs breadth from Right; 
that they themſelves muſt accordingly, to the ut- 
moſt of their power conform to their infinitely 

glorious Patterns) 1h e 21 oi ,Gort | 


1 8 v5 WA 3 \ . 5 1 1 2 1 
AND hereunto they are yet more particulax- 
ly conſtrained by thefe things; as, 


1. 4A $ having in tbemſelves a nt natural Pro- 
pe nſity to goodneſs, truth and juſtice. They haue 
new natures given to them; are renewed in the 
ſpirit of their minds, from whence ariſes an in- 
ternal abhorrence of baſeneſs, partiality, and in- 
j iſtice, and a proportionable love to what is 
fair and equal, right and juſt. They have a 
participation of His Nature, of whom its ſaid, 
Pſal: 11. 7. The righteous LORD jJoveth rigbie- 
_ ouſneſs. Hence they hate forgers of lies, ſuch as 
be plotters of wickedneſs ; them that fold toge- 
ther as Thorns in proſecution of the miſchief they 
have deviſed upon their beds, or in their cabinet 
Con cils. The very temprature of the Natures 
of Pious Judges, ingages them to nauceate cor- 
rupt and baſe practices, and to imitate their 
aſter in ſcattering away all evil with their 
eyes, Prov. 20. 8. 175 F 


2. AS knowing that the weal of a People daes 
very much depend on their diſpenſing of tbe 
LORD“ Zudgment. They conſider the de- 
| _ pravation of humane Nature ; the wicked pro- 

penſity that is in Men to harm and ipjure one 

R 


Wo n 


1 aw 


90 


Sentence is never paſſed in theſe Courts. The 
Supreme Judge of all has yet reſerved an hearing 
to Himſelf, This He aſſures us of, in Eccl.12: 14. 
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another z the arts they uſe to cloud truth, and 
impoſe on them with whom they are concerned, 
yea, on Judges themſelves ; the fatal event that 


may he of ſucceſs in apa attempts, Here- 


upon they imitate the practice of that famous 


Judge, who - ſaith in Job 29,16, 17. Ibe cauſe 
which I knew not I ſearebed. aut. I broke.'the 
Jaws of the. wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 


bis teeth The wealth or welfare of their People 


they ſeek, as Mordecai did, in Eftber 10. 3. And 


this they do hy a vigorous diſpenſement of the 
Judgment of the LOR D. 


3. 1 ET Anoco that the eyes "of judiciout 
Perſons art on them, to obſerve the. Judę ments 
paſſed by them. Its a ſupetior Orb they move 


in. They are publick Poſts that are ſuſtained 


by them. They act in the view, not of a few - 


Inferiour, Unthinking Perſons only; but in the 


face of the Country; aud fo have their admini- 


ſtrations ſcanned by | ſome of the moſt. critical 


and ſagacious. They are. civil Lights. ſat on a 
Hill, placed in publick view, as in Mat. 5. 14. 


And to this they have regard, and hereby they 


are induced ( tho' not in the chief place) to 
b Judgment, as the Judgment of the 


4. TH ET do not forget that there is an Ap- 
peal to be bad from their udgments. They knows 
that their ſentence (be they inferiour or fuperiar 


i Judges) is not the laſt and final Sentence: 


All caſes will have another hearing. The final 


God. 


— 
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God ſhall bring every wirk into Fudgment, with 
every ſecrer thing. The Judgment is the 
LOR D*”s now : but the final determination 
of all caſes'is ftill reſerved unto the LORD 
Himſelf; immediately by Him to be determined. 
A while hence He will paſs the laft, the final 
Judgment reſpe&ing every Caſe, tho' not as it 
is a Civil Caſe. Nor will He need any Witneſs, 
gary or Alliſtant in doing of it. Nor will there 
e a poſſibility of His erring ; nor any Appeal 
to be obtained from His Sentence. 


5. THE conſiler that a time is coming when 
rbemſclves ſhill ſurely ſtand on even ground with 
then, reſpetting whom they paſs their Sentences. 
They do not forget that every Perſon as well as 
every work ſhall come into the final Judgment. 
They think and fay, as once a Judge of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtick order did, in Rom. 14. 10. Ve ſhall all 
fland before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, When 
the infinite Man, now on His Throne of Govern- 
ment, comes to paſs the final Doom; the Small and 
Great, whether in reſpect of Stature or Degree, 
Figure or Place, muſt ftand before Him, Rev. 
20. 12. None will then be ſo minute as to be 

over looked: nor any ſo great as to be exempted. 


6. T HET contemplate on this, that a Judg- 
ment will ere long be paſſed on themſelves, from 
which no appeal will ever be admitted. The minds 
of Pious Judges are often entertained with 
' thoughts of this importance. They have plentiful 
occaſions for ſuch thoughts; frequently ſee them- | 
ſelves on Seats of Judicature, and others at the 
Bar before them; have often in their view ſome 

faint reſemblance of the great & final Jud * 
Fs | : ele 
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Theſe views of theirs: give them plentiful octa: 
ſion for thoughts like thoſe of him, in 2 Cor. 5. 
10. We muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat - 
of Chrift, that every one may receive the things 
done in bis body; according. to that | be bath done 
wherber it be good or bad. Thus 'f ly do 
they entertain themſelves with thoughts. dit the 
time coming, when themſelves muſt fland at the 
Bar, and with thoſe very eyes ſee their infinite 
Judge on the Throne before them; when they 
all alſo hear their own doom pronounced, 
which fhall ſtand firm and that for ever. 


7. THEIR Pious minds ſuggeſt to them, what. 
the more exaltly right and juſt they are in judging, 
the more ſimilitude they bear to their own great and 
2 Judge. Its accounted by them their 

onour to bear any conformity to their Supream 
and Sovereign LOR D. Their minds are agre- 
able with that of him; in Pſal 116. 16. 0 Lord, 
truly I am thy ſervant, I an thy ſervant, &c. To 
be His Servants is their glory, and thus eſteemed 
by them. They accordingly count it their glory, 
their great glory to bear, as much as poflible of 
His Image both on their Minds and Actions. 
And hereupon they will do Juftice, with abhor- 
rence of the contrary, that ſo they may be the 
more conformable to their infinitely great Maſter. 
How often do they think, and how much do 
their minds dwell on what is ſaid, in Gen. 
18. 25, —— Hall not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do right ? And how covetous are they that in 
all their adminiſtrations they may have a corref< 


pondency to Him 


8. NET 
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8. THE T remember tbat their Commons 
are originally from G O D Himſelf; and none other., 
They know that ſecondCanſes are not excluſive of 
the firſt 3; but for ever ſuppoſe it; that they could 
have no power at all, but from Him, to whom 
the ſöle right of Rule originally belongs; accor- 
dingly, that it would be horribly exorbitant not 

to conform as much as -potiible to their infinite 
Pattern, from whom their Commiſlions derive 
originally unto them. | 


9. FINALLY, T HET bear it in Mind tbat 
_ they ſhall haue mot Peace and Calm within iben- 
ſelves, when impartially juſt in diſpenſing Juag- 
ment. Serenity of Mind is in this way to be ex+ 
pected. This they know to be the way to Peace 
within, and that without which indeed it is not 
to be expected. No method to be taken for ob- 
taining and maintaining internal Peace, calm 

nd pleaſancy like to that of conformity to His 

raCtice, in Act. 24. 16. Herein do I exerciſe my 
ſelf io have always a conſcience void of offence to- 
ward God and toward. men. Herein indeed is a 
Pattern Propoſed for the imitation, not of this or 
that particular order of Perſons only; but of all 
Chriſtians of every Character whatſoever. 


' FROM whit has been delivered, the follow 
ing Concluſions may be inferred ; and fo an 
end put to this Diſcourſe : vi. 


1. THAT Judges of Fious Minds will ſet the 


ILO RD, even their own Supream Fudge before 
 x#bem, in all their adminiſtrations, Hig practice 
2s their Pattern, of whom we read, in Pſal. 16. 8. 
I baue ſet the LORD always before me. 

TEES 4 aa 


0 


3. 


2. THEIR Pious Minds careſull warch PE 


3 | 1 0 
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painſt any Bias being on,; ar ſwaying in: eir Minds; , 


through Affettion on the one ſide, or Prejudice. on 


the other. When Caſes come before them and 
Judgment is to be paſſed by them, their reſolution 


a 


is that pf him, in Plal. 75. 2. When I ſhall receivs 


the Congregation, I will jadge uprightly, 


"x. 4a X& 245 * 


their Reputation, Accordingly, : 


A 


( THEY diſcard all meer hear-fay Evi 


dentes ; ſuch as can teſtifie nothing, or nothing 


more than to meer humane infirmities, of their 


own knowledge ; ſuchas can only ſay, they heard 
ſuch an one ſay this or that; and ſo by their very 


teſtimony croſs that command, in Lev, 19, 16. 


Thou ſhalt not go up and down as « ta{e-bearer a- 


mong the Children of th People. And imitate the 


wicked practice of them, in Jer. 20. 10. Report, 


ſay they, and We will report it. © M 


1 2. ). THEY refuſe to accept of ſuch as Wite | 


nefſes, who be evidently prejudiced againſt the 
Perſons of them againſt whom they bear their 


teſtimony. Apparently prejudiced Evidence they 


cannot accept (at leaſt they will make an allow- _ 


ance according to the zules of Reaſon and Scripture 
for their Prejudice) in tranſacting the Judgment 
of the LORD. Accordingly, they, agreably to 


the direction, in Deut. 19. 18, —— Will make di- 


ligent inquiry, ubetber the witneſs be a falſe wit- 


neſs, and bas teſtified falſely againſt bis Neighbour, 


| hf 1592 © | __ T H BY 
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, | an 

| 4; THET will nr admit of Preſettments. to 
[- be maie of Pirſons, in oppaſition to the Word of 
G O D contained in ihe Scripture, They are ap- 
| P.. he ſive that the Scripture has a tender regard . 

| to the Names and R-puatations of Men; that in it 
is contained an implicit command, in Pſal. 15. 3. 
| 


That a reproach ſhall not be taken up againſt our 
| Neighbour : which unqueſtionably includes in it 
z probibition of receiving & divulging avy thing, 
that tends to defame Mens Names, without Scrip- 
ture Evidence. Its alſo expreſsly commanded 
ö in Lev 19. 16. fore mentioned: Thou ſhalt noi 
go up and down as a tale: bearer among the Children 
| of thy people: which, no doubt, contains in it this 
| negative Precept ; viz. That we do not receive _ 
and tell to others, what tends to defame our 
Neighbour, when as its not known by us to be 
probable, according to that expreſs command in 
Deut. 19. 15. One witneſs ſha'l not riſe up againſt 
e men for any iniquity, or for any fin, in any 
fin that be ſinneth. At the mouth of two witneſſes, 
or at the mouth of three witneſſes ſhall the matter 
be eſtabliſped. Tale-bearers according to Serip- 
ture, are certainly ſuch as receive, and .convey 
from one to another reports, without Scripture 
proof, which ſerves only to ſlur the Reputation 


ol their Neighbours, 


| 5. And laſtly, PIOUS minded Zudges will 
| be deeply Sollicitous that their under Officers break 
I not looſe from tbe. bonds of their ſolemn Oatbs, 

- | That they be ſuch Men whoſe Conſciences re- 
l cerve impreſſions by an Oath'; ſuch Men as dare 
| not yield to the Bias of Prejudice or Affection; 
| ſuch Men as can truly. ſay, as in Job 3 f. 23- 
e Peſtruſtien 


Deſtrudt ion from God was a terror to me, puch 
Men as theſe, eſpecially on Juries, they will 
alwayes covet to have about them. Their ſpirits 
temper and diſpoſition,” is, ds to this, as well as 
other things, like to that of the Man after GOD's 
own heart, who ſaid in Pſal. 101. 3, 4. I bate qbe 
work of them that turn afide , it ſhall not cleave 


to me. I will not know (i. e. not own, counte- 


nance or imploy ) a wicked Perſon. 
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